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It is impossible to read this Epistle of one of the
earliest bishops of Christ's flock in the proper frame of
mind, without spiritual edification. A tone of primitive
simplicity pervades it, which is quite delightful. His
witness to the redemption by the atoning sacrifice of
Christ's death, and to the life-giving influences of the
Spirit of grace, is clear, repeated, and direct. His
familiar acquaintance with the ancient Scriptures is
very remarkable; though we might not always ac-
quiesce in the critical accuracy of his application. His
reference to the Epistles written by St. Paul to the
same Church at Corinth that he was then addressing,
affords one of those unobtrusive and undesigned col-
lateral evidences to the Holy Scriptures, which are as
abundant in the primitive writings, as they are invalu-
able. No one can read this Epistle of Clement, with-
out acquiescing in the expression of Jerome, that it is
" very admirable."

Perhaps in the present work the Epistle of Clement
becomes even more interesting from the circumstance
of his having been a bishop of the Church founded by
the Apostles themselves in the very place where that
Church exists, to whose members this inquiry is more
especially addressed. In his writings I have searched
diligently for every expression which might throw
light upon the opinions and practice either of the
author or of the Church in whose name he wrote ; of the
Church which he addressed, or of the Catholic Church
at large to which he refers, on the subject of our in-
quiry. So far, however, from any word occurring, which
could be brought to bear in favour of the adoration of
saints and angels, or of any supplication to them for
their succour or their prayers, the peculiar turn and
character of his Epistle in many parts seems to supply
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